
 

East Keswick Parish Council   
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21st July 2026, 7.30pm at East Keswick Village 

Hall 
 
Present: Cllrs Batty (Chair), Ballmann, Cunliffe, Evans, Waterfield 
Clerk: Cruse  

Residents Forum: One 

1.​Public Forum 
None. 
 
2. Apologies 
Received from Cllrs Bailey and Clarke.  
RESOLVED to approve reasons for Cllrs Bailey and Clarke’s absence. 

3. Declarations of Interest 
None. 

4. Minutes   
RESOLVED to approve minutes of the meeting held on 16th June 2026. 

5. Clerk Report   
5.1 Neighbourhood Plan  
Clerk reported that the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) was on hold pending developments with the Leeds 
Local Plan (LLP). New legislation means that amends to certain aspects of the NP will be required and the 
planning team at Leeds City Council (LCC) will advise on these once work on the LLP has been 
completed, it also means that the referendum would still be paid for by LCC but other promotional costs 
would be paid for by the Parish Council (PC). 
RESOLVED that Clerk would speak LCC to understand what work can be done in parallel to update the 
NP in the meantime. 
 
5.2 Community Response Plan 
Clerk reported that LCC had asked all PCs to prepare Community Response Plans to detail what actions 
would be taken in case of an emergency, e.g. extreme weather events. Cllrs agreed that existing 
community hubs - the Churches, the VIllage Hall and the Pubs - would be appropriate gathering points 
and key community network contacts should be identified. The need to identify more vulnerable residents 
in order to provide help in case of emergencies was also raised. 
RESOLVED that Clerk would create a first draft for review at the next PC meeting. 
 
5.3 Sports Field 
Cllrs discussed the need to maintain the upkeep of the ground and progress with research on grants for 
development whilst setting up a Sports Committee to oversee activities at the ground. 
Clerk reported that Calcio were still interested in using the ground and were preparing a proposal for a 
tenancy that would be shared once received. 
The Chair reinforced the need to formalise agreements with Leeds Super Kings (LSK) for continued use of 
the ground. 
RESOLVED that Clerk would organise a meeting with LSK to discuss their tenancy moving forwards. 
 
5.4 The Sports Association Trust 
Clerk shared the advice from HartLaw on documentation needed from the existing Sports Association 
trustees in order to close the existing Sports Association and transferring the deeds and all assets to the 
Parish Council as a corporate body. 
RESOLVED that Cllr Batty would convene the trustees and provide the minutes of their meeting to the 
Clerk to share with Hartlaw. 
Clerk advised that once the existing Sports Association was closed and a new Sports Committee was 
established as sub-committee of the PC, then rules and regulations would need to be established to 
ensure that any decisions made were enforceable and binding. 
 

 



 

5.5 Social Media Accounts 
Clerk advised that further social media accounts might be useful in order to reach a wider demographic of 
residents. It was suggested that a younger audience could be reached with an Instagram account rather 
than relying on the Facebook page, which tends to have an older user profile, and there might be ways to 
have linked accounts on both. 
RESOLVED that Cllr Batty would take advice on potentially setting up an Instagram account linked to the 
Facebook group. 
 
Cllr Ballmann arrived. 
 
5.6 Roads and Highways 
Clerk reported that LCC have agreed to cut back the hedges and re-site the speed limit signs that have 
been blocking visibility of oncoming traffic on Harewood Road to the East of the junction with Crabtree 
Lane. 
Cllrs discussed obstructive parking by contractors due to further recent incidents in the village and it was 
noted that residents are responsible for providing, or advising on, safe parking spaces. 
RESOLVED that Cllr Batty would advise residents to ensure their contractors parked in a responsible 
manner that didn’t impede other members of the community. 
Cllrs discussed footpath deterioration and the subsequent attempted repairs on the path between Moor 
Lane and The Grove, as well as deterioration of the path between The Paddock and the Village Hall. 
RESOLVED that Clerk would contact Highways and PRoW at LCC and the Ward Cllrs and ask for further 
repairs to be made. 
Cllrs discussed potholes in the village and the need for repeated reporting via the LCC website to push 
the potholes further up the priority list for repairs. 
RESOLVED that Cllrs would share the details of potholes to log and each submit separate reports, then 
share the reference numbers with the Clerk to follow up with LCC. 
 
5.7 Playground 
Clerk reported that the playground picnic benches were reviewed and it was deemed that the cost of fixing 
them was higher than the cost of replacing them. One is now in disrepair and needs removing. 
RESOLVED that Clerk would ask Matt Harrison to dismantle and dispose of the damaged bench. 
RESOLVED that Clerk would research costs for a replacement bench and report back to the PC. 
Cllrs discussed setting up a working group of residents who use the playground to look into what to 
replace wooden items that are nearing the end of their usable lives with and how to fundraise for that. 
Ideas such as inviting the school to design a playground layout were discussed. 
RESOLVED that Clerk would ask residents for volunteers interested in joining a working group on the 
playground. 
 
5.8 Treeworks 
Clerk reported that LCC Forestry Section had been contacted about reported issues on two trees.  
Firstly, on the Memorial Tree on Crabtree Lane that had been damaged by the car fire last year, two large 
branches overhanging the road and footpath have since died and need removing.  
Secondly, the large Scots Pine overhanging Lumby Lane is heavily overweighted on the downhill/road 
side and a resident has raised concerns over collapse onto the road. It was noted that the PC has 
previously raised concerns about the skid risk from the needle fall of this tree (ref.1025/5.6).  
An arboricultural officer from the Forestry Section will review both and report back. 

6. Members’ Report 
6.1 Stile Wear on footpath behind The Grove 
Awaiting updates. 
 
6.2 The Duke of Wellington English Heritage listing 
Awaiting updates. 

7. Matters Requested by Councillors 
None 
 
8. Planning Applications 
8.1 For Consideration  
26/03372/FU/NE​ Winton House, Main Street 
Demolition of existing single storey rear extension and replacement with a new single storey extension and 
internal alterations; solar panels to the garage roof. 

 



 

RESOLVED that there were no objections. 
26/02775/FU​ ​ Barn West of Moor Lane 
Appeal against refusal of planning permission for demolition of existing barn and erection of large residential 
dwelling. 
26/03776/DAG​ Agricultural Unit West of Moor Lane 
Determination for a new private way and hard surface for existing agricultural unit. 
26/01355/FU​ ​ Craven Bank, Harewood Road 
Appeal against refusal of retrospective planning permission for deviations from original planning consents 
(24/07184/FU). 
Cllr Waterfield reported that advice received from neighbouring Cllrs on planning matters was to let the 
appeals run as further comment is not required 
Cllrs discussed the applications related to the Barn on Moor Lane. Concerns were raised about the additional 
application for agricultural use given they were from the same party who intended to develop the site for 
residential use. 
RESOLVED to raise the matter of applications related to the Barn on Moor Lane with the Ward Cllrs for 
review.  
 
8.2 Decisions made by LCC 
26/02739/FU​ ​ 11 Rose Croft​ ​ ​ Approved 

9. Financial Matters 
9.1 Bank Account Balances 
Community Account​ ​ £1,545.83 
Sports Association Account​ £1.85 
Savings Account​ ​ £44,473.22 
 
9.2 Accounts for Payment 
The lists of payments from 16th June 2026 to 20th July were presented. 
RESOLVED to approve the lists of payments, see Appendix 1. 
RESOLVED to transfer £1,600 from Savings to Community account and £530 from Savings to Sports 
Association account to cover monthly outgoings. 
 
9.3 Reserves Plan 
Clerk reported that as reserves stood at the upper limit of the recommended guideline then a plan for the 
use of the reserves would be needed to share with the external auditor. 
Cllrs discussed the need for funds to cover potential upcoming costs on ground development and pavilion 
refurbishment at the Sports Field, to promote the neighbourhood plan referendum and to manage 
potential playground upkeep pending the latest equipment inspection. 
RESOLVED that Clerk would draft a Reserves Plan for approval at the next meeting. 
 
10. Matters for Inclusion   
Cllr Batty requested an item on a new resident welcome pack. 

11. Next Meeting   
RESOLVED that the next ordinary meeting would take place on Tuesday 15th September 2026 at 
7.30pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by O Cruse, Clerk.  

 



 

Appendix 1 
 

Payments Made: July 2026 
 

To Whom Amount Invoice 
Number 

Account EKPC 
Code 

Authorised By 

EK Village Hall £36 26079 Community E Cllr Waterfield 

Conservation 
Volunteers 

£1,692.76 SIN001768 Community S Cllr Waterfield 

Parish Clerk £993.60  Community A Cllr Waterfield 

Bedford Mowing 
Services 

£529.20 36133 Sports Association M Cllr Waterfield 

HMRC £351.40  Community A Direct Debit 

Xero £44.40  Community K Direct Debit 
 
 

Account Transfers Made: July 2026 
 

From To Amount Transferred By 

Savings Community £1,600 Clerk 

Savings Sports Association £530 Clerk 
 

 


