


East Keswick Parish Council 
 
Appendix 1: Explanations for No responses on the Annual Governance Statement 
 
Section 1 pt.3 
We have entered No because we have not done VAT returns for the year.  
We are still awaiting re-registration for VAT from HMRC. Since the 2024-25 audit we have 
been trying to confirm the registration details and find out when the last VAT accounting was 
done, so that we know where to start from. 
We have spoken to HMRC a number of times and managed to cancel the existing 
registration that was used by a former contractor and unable to be accessed. Further to that 
we were instructed to write to the VAT department at HMRC, as this cannot be done over the 
phone or online for Parish Councils.  
We have written to request for new registration and a statement of accounts that would show 
when the last returns were filed and what money was claimed. Their reply was to send us 
instructions of how to select the correct symbols for a viable password. We have since 
written again and re-asserted our request for a new registration and statement of accounts. 
Apart from being unable to complete a VAT return we believe we are in compliance with all 
laws, regulations and Proper Practices through our updated Financial Regulations and the 
subsequent internal controls we have implemented. 
 
Section 1 pt.4 
We have entered No as instructed because, whilst we had completed the accounts and had 
them available for review during the period of public rights, they hadn’t been formally signed 
until the Parish Council meeting during the public rights period.  
This was an oversight on my part as a new RFO, as I was unaware of the strict process 
required. We have attended to that this year and made sure that the documents will be 
approved in full before the public rights period commences. 


